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Caritas Internationalis and other 10 NGOs welcome the organization of this Panel discussion on the
Protection of the Family and its Members, particularly in view of the central role of this institution as “the
fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and wellbeing of all its members
and particularly children”1.
It is true that today’s families are burdened by many social and cultural challenges. However, despite these
serious challenges, the family has been and remains a source of strength and security for its own members.
The importance of the family for the life and wellbeing of society entails a particular responsibility for
national governments and international institutions. Many States, however, have failed to fulfil their
responsibilities to adequately protect families, particularly in the case of those families that face serious
difficulties.
The co-signing organisations believe, therefore, that States must enact and implement “family-friendly”
policies that recognize and promote the capacity of strong family bonds, the birthright of all humanity, to
serve as a source of social capital and stability to the wider fabric of the universal human family.
However, equal importance should be given to the family unit itself and to all its members. The dignity and
rights of each and every member of the family, from the child in the womb to the oldest or most frail
relatives, should be affirmed, upheld, and guaranteed. Such protection of individual family members reaps
wider social benefits in the community-at-large, which finds an innate and vital expression in the family.
The family comes first in the hearts of the world’s people and continually exhibits much greater vigour than
the many forces in today’s society that try to threaten or even eliminate it. The co-singing organisations stand
firm in their support of such vigour, and plan to constantly advocate for better protection and support of the
family and all its members as the fundamental unit of society.
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